[Radiation-induced sarcoma of the head and neck].
Radiation-induced sarcoma (RIS) of the head and neck is a late and rare complication of cancer treatment by radiation therapy. It occurs mostly within the limits of the irradiated area. Its incidence is increasing and related to an improved survival rate of treated patients. But it does not rule out the use of radiotherapy in the treatment of this cancer. We report two cases of sarcoma having appeared in the irradiated area, in patients treated by adjuvant radiotherapy for head and neck neoplasm. The prognosis for this sarcoma depends mainly on how early the diagnosis is made and the quality of surgical resection. Adjuvant chemotherapy or radiotherapy can be considered. Ongoing research on the expression of RIS genes could soon lead to new treatments.